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Happy New Year – Welcome to the Future!
2018 is a year that is full of promise. 2018 is also going to be a year filled with
both challenges and opportunities! And all of it being exactly what it is that
God has planned for us all – together!
Jeremiah 29 verse 11 says this: For surely I know the plans I have for
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.
This is the future that God has planned for us all – together! As we step into
this new year we do so together. In truth that is the only way we, as a church
community, and as individual members of the church family here at Calvary
Baptist Church, can accomplish what it is that God has called us to do and
be – together. Lord willing, one of those things, is my ordination which
should be happening later this year once I have completed my yearlong
supervision with Rev. Dale Rose from Yorkminster Park and met once more
with the credentialing body through CBOQ!
The only way that we can accomplish what it is that we need to do and be
together is if we say yes to obediently following His will together for us as a
church family. Philippians 2:13 puts it this way: 13 for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
And we have been doing our best to follow along in the way that God is
showing us. A way strewn with blessings and opportunity to engage in
following after Him in new and different ways of doing and being church
together! And though it is a road we haven’t really been down before, I am
encouraged by the fact that in all our decisions, the Mission Team and I
have been courageously seeking God’s guidance, and trusting Him to lead
us to the places that we should be, the places that God wants us to go. This
includes clarifying the church constitution and constantly improving the way
we operate as a team! And all the while we are confident that God is shaping
us as we follow faithfully after His calling on our lives as a church family!
Just thinking about how far we have come in the last year and what God
has allowed us to do in the last little bit is enough to take your breath away.
By the grace of God we have been able to start to improve different
aspects of the church, painting here and there, and slowly fixing and
renovating the physical space of the church so that we can better use the
space we have been given. Hopefully the letter writing campaign to Elon
Musk about making our church roof a test location for his solar panel roof tiles!
Regardless, each time God has been putting us in the best possible position
to make the best use of our church space so that we can invite more people in
and better spread the good news of God’s love in our community by engaging
in more good works and strategic partnerships and community friendships.
We are actively looking to engage in more active ministry by getting
connected to other Christian ministries that run out of local congregations,
whether that is running more Alpha Course programs, or looking to see if
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East End Refugee Committee
End of Year Report for 2017
Sponsorships
January – August: We continued our joint
sponsorship with the Federal Government of
Mustafa. Mustafa is originally from Sudan and
lived in a refugee camp in Indonesia for five
years. He is studying English and working parttime as a dishwasher.
July: We welcomed the arrival of Bituru, sister of
Busha (sponsored in 2015). She is originally from
Ethiopia having fled her home country to live in
South Africa. She is currently studying English.
August: We concluded our sponsorship of Mustafa
and formally recognized the end of the
sponsorship with a farewell dinner at a restaurant.
December: Khadija Muradi (sponsored in 2008)
and her family welcomed a new baby, Noah, into
their family.
The Committee has received news that Badatu,
daughter of Busha, will be arriving here sometime
within the next 4-6 weeks.
Documents
The EERC’s Purpose and Responsibilities document
was updated and revised by a subcommittee.
The motion to accept this document was passed.

“Shrove Tuesday” Pancake
Dinner – February 13th @6 p.m.
People from the church, school
and community join together
to finish the “fat” before Lent.
Want to have a flipping good
time? Join the kitchen crew –
speak to Carol Carney.

Did You Know …
We Remember
 Grace McQueen who passed away – funeral
service held December 7, 2017 at Jerrett Funeral
Home. Grace was a faithful member of Calvary,
and a well loved leader of the C.G.I.T. program
at Calvary many years ago. The love, prayers
and sympathy go out to the family of Grace.
 Olga Armstrong who passed away Thursday,
December 14, 2017 with funeral service held at
Becker’s Funeral Home, Keswick on December
16th. Olga, with her husband Floyd, were long
time members of our church family being very
active in many activities of Calvary. To Cheryl
and Doug, and their families, we send our love,
prayers and sympathy.

Thank You

A Memorandum of Understanding between
Kingston Rd. United Church and the EERC was
passed although discussion regarding this
document has continued throughout the year.

 Thank you, Darlene Kelley, for again organizing
the sorting and delivery of just over one
thousand Star Santa Claus boxes to children in
the district served by Calvary.

Eastminster United Church has decided to
withdraw from the EERC as they are actively
involved in their own refugee sponsorship work.

 We also thank the many volunteers (we know
and you know who you are) for their efforts in
maintaining our programs and our church
facilities.

Fundraising
The Committee did not host any fundraising
activities in 2017. The EERC greatly appreciates
the generous donations from various members of
our faith communities. A benefit concert is being
planned for 2018.
Lee Beard, Chair of the EERC

Many thanks to Marita Vitto, who
prepares our Sunday morning
refreshments. If you have the gift of
hospitality and would like to help
Marita, speak to her at Coffee Time.

Tribute Fund
During 2017 the Tribute Fund received donations to
honour the memories of those who are no longer
with us; special events in a person’s life; or service
and dedication to Calvary Baptist Church.
IN MEMORY OF
Olga Armstrong  Kennie Crockford
Grace McQueen
IN HONOUR OF BIRTHDAYS
Joan Butchers  Eileen Kelley
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Moderator’s Message

January
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As we begin 2018 together, I am comforted and encouraged by
the words found in 2 Chronicles 16:1-9, “The eyes of the Lord range
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to Him.”
Looking back to last year I see how God has blessed us and led us
into His will. We continue to share our space with LeRoux and have
welcomed the Heavenly Light Congregation into our sanctuary.
The Ganaraska Retreat has welcomed may other church groups
as well as hosting our own activities. We have been successful with
fundraising “Music on Main” evenings, bazaars and Christmas Fairs.
This past year, we are very grateful for all the direction and support
we have received from CBOQ. Our worship music and choir are
blessed by Albert and Marianne. Our nursery is ready and in the
capable hands of Kelis Moriah.
We were blessed to witness the Ordination if Pastor David and
continue to be blessed by his spiritual guidance. I should also
mention the multiple repairs and upgrades to our facility.
As we look forward to the year ahead we will work to increase our
links to the community for a Youth and Community Outreach
pastor. We will work onwards toward improving our accessibility
and the creation of a community garden.
The members of the Mission Team continue to meet monthly and
our book study of “The Emotionally Healthy Church” continues
under Pastor David’s leadership. Our meetings are open to all, with
the understanding of confidentiality.
Recently my eyes were drawn to the small phrase printed on our
offering envelopes “We respond to God’s goodness” not just with
our dollars, but of ourselves – our time, skills and prayers – as
people we serve each other in Christ’s name – in our weakness He
is our strength and all things are possible – in His will.
Tina Timmermans, Moderator

Cold Outside – Warm Christmas Community Dinner
Christmas Day Toronto was still in a deep freeze, and the heat was
out in our church building. That is until Marita Vitto and Don Ronson,
our chief chefs, got the ovens going. And Pastor David, Jack, and
Shawn got some electric heat going. And 100 or so happy visitors,
volunteers and other guests got their warm bodies into the hall. The
atmosphere remained warm and family-like throughout.
There are so many people to thank that I’m sure to leave some out,
but here are a few: members of the congregation, and not-of-thecongregation, who gave financial support generously so there was
a lovely dinner and gifts; Paul Sneyd, Shelley, and Rex who provided
music including a carol sing; volunteers from the Care Centre, the
congregation, and elsewhere who showed up to cook and serve;
those who prayed for success and hosted tables; and Santa who this
year did have 10 children to whom to present gifts. The event was
terrific! Thank you.
Rita Shelton Deverell
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Evan Butchers
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Rashan Edwards
Janet Elliott
Marita Vitto
Tina Timmermans
Barbara Sneyd
Fred Sneyd
Barbara Gibbings
Lily Elliott

Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 21st –
Stewardship & Fundraising Mtg
after service in Resource Rm.
Sunday, January 28th – Annual
Blessings Review Huddle after
the service. Pot Luck luncheon –
Dessert provided.
Thursday, February 1st – Choir
Practice 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary.
Tuesday, February 13th – 6 p.m.
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake
Supper) Clarke Hall.
Monday, February 19th – Family
Day Events at Ganaraska Woods.
Tuesday, February 20th – 7:30
p.m. Mission Team Meeting
Resource Room.

PAGE 4

Worship: What We Were Created For

CALVARY SPOTLIGHT
CALVARY SPOTLIGHT

Worship is our response, both personal and as a congregation, to God for who God is, and what God
has done. While certainly not restricted to what happens in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, that is
the time we as a church family come together to praise, learn, pray and experience God’s presence.
The Worship Team headed into 2017 with long-time Director of Music Sheelah Saunders announcing it
was time for her to move into a new season of ministry. That left us with the challenge of discerning
God’s leading regarding music in our worship. While it was disappointing that our first search did not
result in finding a permanent Music Director, it has given us the opportunity to rethink the role for the
future. It has also afforded us the delightful opportunity to get to know wonderful musicians Marianne
Gast, Albert Wong, Samuel Tam, Gerald Martindale, as well as using our homegrown talent of Fred
Sneyd, Shelley Faulkner and myself. A new search for a Minister of Music is underway and has attracted
several promising candidates. It is hoped the position will be filled shortly after Easter.
It has been our hope that Calvary’s worship has provided the deep, restful, joyful satisfaction in God that
overflows in demonstrable acts of praise and demonstrable acts of love in serving others for the sake of
Christ. Our Candlelight Service (see picture below) was representative of the collaboration of time,
attention and talents that will continue to draw new members into our church. Our Worship Team (Carol
Carney, Rex Deverell, Shelley Faulkner, David McCleary and Paul Sneyd) would be enriched by the
addition of one or two people who feel a gift for worship and I encourage anyone interested to attend
the next meeting. There isn’t enough space to list all the individuals whose talents make Sunday morning
services happen, but I thank them and invite you to consider using your talents during the Worship
Service as Usher, Worship Leader, Teller, Greeter to Newcomers, participating in Communion by serving
or praying for the elements, please contact Victoria Drysdale t 416-694-7619 or vdrysdale@sympatico.ca.
Victoria Drysdale, Chair
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Calvary’s Teams: Who Does What
Worship Team – Responsible for the various aspects of the
planning, preparation, presentation and evaluation of
worship. Victoria Drysdale, Carol Carney, Rex Deverell,
Shelley Faulkner & Paul Sneyd.
Finance /Facilities Team – Ensures that the ongoing
financial and administrative activities of Church life are
cared for as well as the physical plant, its improvement and
maintenance. Heather Mains & Frank Carney.
Community Nurture – Ministry to individuals and families to
ensure the loving Christian care of the congregation. It also
oversees and coordinates ministries relating to the Christian
education, training, and nurture of members of the
congregation at all ages. Shelley Faulkner, Rita Deverell &
Andrea Cambridge.
Outreach – In touch with neighbourhood agencies, and
wider Baptist organization, this Team ensures we are informed
and connected to participation in the Great Commission.
Two sub-organizations are Ganaraska Woods Conference
Centre and Grace Pascoe Care Centre. Paul Sneyd.
Stewardship and Fundraising – Co-ordinates regular givings
throughout the year, planned givings, rental opportunities,
and special events and projects. Gord Moore, Carol
Carney, Julie Patton & Cynthia Sneyd.
Communication and Social Media – Responsible for our
communication strategy. Needs Chair & members.
Mission Team – Made up of Chairs of Each Team
Moderator – Tina Timmermans Vice Moderator – Available
Treasurer – Heather Mains
Trustees – Evan Butchers, Sandra Farrant, Barbara Sneyd
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Bring Your Care
Centre Donations
to Church Sundays
As you are shopping and see some of
these items at reduced prices, it’s a good
opportunity to pick-up a few extras for
the Care Centre.
Canned Vegetables/Fruit Soup
Pasta Sauce Pasta Kraft Dinner
Hand Soap Toothpaste 
Shampoo Tooth Brushes
Drop your donation into the basket at the
front of the sanctuary.

Comings & Goings
Births
Emersyn Oaklyn Carney & River Rey Rix
(grandchildren of Frank & Carol Carney)
Deaths
Olga Armstrong, Kennie Crockford,
Grace McQueen & Doreen Oberlin
Joined
June Cullen, Murray Clyke, Maxine
Downey, Wendy Gibson, Tanya Hardeo,
Darcy McMann, Marion Naum, Mrs.
Padmore, Sharon Paris, Audrey Parris &
Marlene West
Moved
Richard, Celena (Aniah, Watson &
Owen) Cambridge, Tom Crosby &
Monica Justice

continued from page 1… Christians Against Poverty can run any programs here to help us be in a better position

to minister to our neighbourhood. We are advertising for other community pastors and more staff to help
support us in our efforts to build up the membership and in reaching out to the community and in doing the
work of spreading the gospel here at Calvary Baptist – so that means we are looking for a new Youth Pastor,
a Minister of Music, and a new Administrator – all towards the effort to keep on growing and keep on being
who we have been called to be here at Calvary Baptist Church. We are also in the process of cleaning up
our website to make it more useful, usable and up to date. In time we are also looking to get someone in to
be a communications and community connector.
None of this will succeed unless God is in it and the heart of all we do. We continue to make sure that that is
true through prayer and study and good, solid biblical teaching! The other important part of our continued
success as church family is communicating with each other and with God about what God is doing in each
of our hearts and lives – and that can’t happen if we are not constantly committed to being changed by
God’s love every day! As Ephesians 2:10 says: For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Let us continue on claiming the promises of God’s love
for us and the world, let the Holy Spirit do the work in us so that we in turn can continue to do the work in this
place to be the loving family of God at Calvary Baptist Church that He has called us to be! Let us together
make this our best year yet! Amen! 
David McCleary, Pastor

Christian Nurture
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John
13:34-35 New International Version (NIV)

The Christian Nurture ministry at Calvary Baptist Church encompasses all those people and programs that
serve to love, build up and care for the body of Christ found in this church community. This ministry has
two branches – The Christian Education team that mainly serves our children and youth (coordinated by
Rita Deverell), and the Pastoral Care Team that mainly serves our seniors and shut-ins (coordinated by
Shelley Faulkner).
Christian Education Report:

Calvary’s Nursery, Sunday School: Open for Business!!
Meet Kelis Moriah – especially for Children under seven years, Kelis, a highly recommended worker with
Nursery age children, has been with us since November. She has worked in a church day camp setting,
and is a qualified and experienced child-sitter. On Sunday mornings Kelis is with us from 10:15 a.m.
through church time. Please bring along your children, grandchildren, and other family and friends’
nursery age children. We welcome them, and would like them to have an early Christian Education
experience with Kelis and other helpers as required.
Teens & Tweens – The tweens and teens have been of great assistance in the service work of our church.
They usher, greet, read scripture, are sound-audio assistants, and packed the 110 gift bags for our very
successful Christmas dinner. Thank you to all those serving hands. In addition, the main Education project
for 2017-18 is the Mentor Project. So when you’re approached by a younger person for your life lessons
give it up with joy!
Calling a Youth Pastor – With input from Pastor Dave, Victoria Drysdale, Shelley Faulkner, and myself, our
Treasurer Heather Gordon has applied for grants that will allow Calvary to hire a part-time Youth Pastor for
at least a year. Thank you Heather. We hope this individual will be with us in early 2018. They will be able
to coordinate our volunteers and activities for all ages, reach out to the neighbourhoods, and position us
for sustained growth. This is very positive and we are thankful. Please let me know if you’ve got some
volunteer time for children and youth.
Rita Shelton Deverell
Pastoral Care Report:
Calvary Baptist Church is blessed with many wonderful seniors and it is the privilege of the Pastoral Care
ministry team to spend time with these amazing people! Several people from Calvary are involved in
visiting and telephoning our seniors and shut-ins – I am grateful for Andrea Cambridge, Henry Condie, Tina
Timmermans, Eileen Kelly, Sandra and Rob Farrant, and others who helped with this important ministry in
2017. In addition to visits and phone calls, our seniors and shut-ins also received cards and flowers at
Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. These cards, visits and phone calls are a way of letting our older
members know that they are not forgotten – that they are remembered and loved. Through our actions,
we are demonstrating the love of God to others. And whenever I have visited or called someone, I have
always received more than I have given. People really appreciate these gestures of kindness and love.
Unfortunately, 2017 was a year of losses – four of our seniors are not longer with us. As you read this report,
please take a moment to remember these four women and their families who are grieving. We thank
God for the lives of:
Doreen Oberlin Knotts (passed away in March 2017)
Kathleen Sydney “Kennie” Crockford (04 Mar 1917 - 15 May 2017)
Grace Alma McQueen (29 Apr 1923 – 02 Dec 2017)
Kathleen “Olga” Armstrong (22 Jan 1923 – 14 Dec 2017)
Fortunately, along with the losses, God blessed us with new life. Two members of our congregation
welcomed grandchildren last year. In March Carol and Frank Carney became grandparents for the third
time with the arrival of Emeryson in March and River in June. And in December Marguerite Campbell

continued on page 7
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Ganaraska Woods
Retreat Centre 2017

No hot water! As I watched the repair man work, a
successful local tradesman in his late 40s, he remarked,
“I’ll always remember this place. I was here when I was a
kid with my teen group from Port Hope.” Sometimes we
forget how many lives, outside our own church, have
been influenced by events held at our retreat center
over the last 42 years. Since its inception, Ganaraska
Woods has focused on its two primary reasons for its
existence: to provide facilities so that our fellow Christian
churches may hold productive group retreats, and to grow
our own church family through opportunities for social
times together as well as times for learning and worship.
The past year saw an increase in the use of our buildings
and grounds which is reflected in the increase in our
income. However, the increased income was more than
offset by higher costs and necessary capital projects. We
replaced half the roofing on our main building and
found it necessary to excavate, and seal the western
foundation wall of the “Ora Sneyd” Lodge. As always we
do depend on donations to cover our operating costs
from year to year.
The unusually wet spring and summer meant that our
extensive ground needed more than the usual care and
cutting. Glen and Terry have done much of this work
under Brian’s direction. Our mowers, pool, tractor, truck,
snow blowers, and ATV all have to be serviced and
ready for use each year. Brenda does an admirable job
keeping our lodge clean, but we need volunteers to
help with painting, decorating and minor projects.
Led by Cynthia, our cooking team of Don, Shawn, and
Brenda provide most of the meals for the majority of the
groups who do not wish to prepare their own food. They
are ably assisted by Marita, Darleen and other volunteers
on occasion, but we always welcome more help.
Thanks to Scott we have a new sign out on Count Road
9 which we hope will not only help our guest find us, but
also remind people who drive by of our existence and
purpose.
The Commission realizes that not all Calvary members
can find time to become directly involved in the day to
day operation of Ganaraska Woods, but we very much
value everyone’s prayers and support as we continue to
direct this worthwhile work.
The Ganaraska Woods Commission: Scott Elliott, Kent
and Shelley Faulkner, Sharon Mole, Brian Sneyd, Cynthia
Sneyd, Emily Sneyd, Paul and Barb Sneyd, Jack Vitto &
Fred Sneyd (Chair)
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Christian Nurture
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became a grandmother of twins! We rejoice
at this news and pray for these young
children.
How can you help with this ministry?
We are always happy to have new
volunteers help us care for the people in our
midst. Here are a few ways that you could
help:


Pray for those in need that come to your
attention, and offer practical help if you
can (for example – call or visit those who
are sick or in hospital)



Read the Spotlight, our bi-monthly
newsletter, paying particular attention to
the “Did You Know …” section and the
birthday list. Give a phone call or mail a
card or letter to acknowledge special
events or particular concerns.



If you notice that someone has not been
out to church for a few weeks, consider
calling them up to see how they are doing.



Find an opportunity to get to know
someone new in the congregation by
inviting them home for lunch or out for
coffee.



Offer to help out the Pastoral Care team
in an official capacity. We could use
helpers to organize mailings at Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas and to make
calls and visits.

Here is a link with some additional ideas of
how you can care for others in our church
community:
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/giving/9
-ways-you-can-care-for-others-in-thecontext-of-the-church.html
In the year ahead, I pray that we can
continue to minister to those in need,
especially our seniors and shut-ins, sharing
God’s love with others as we are able.
Shelley Faulkner,
Christian Nurture Coordinator
“Let love be your only debt! If you
love others, you have done all that
the Law demands.” Romans 13:8
Contemporary English Version (CEV)
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Statement of Income & Expense: year ended December 31, 2017
2016
Actual
INCOME
Calvary Baptist Church
Grace Pascoe Care Centre
Ganaraska Woods
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSE
Calvary Baptist Church
Grace Pascoe Care Centre
Ganaraska Woods
TOTAL EXPENSE
EXCESS INCOME/(EXPENSE)

$

$

2017
Actual

209,177
12,129
50,699
272,005

198,519
10,266
55,086
263,871
8,134

$

$

213,012
13,228
40,569
266,809

Budget
$

223,213
9,683
59,457
292,353
(25,544) $

CALVARY SPOTLIGHT
CALVARY
2018SPOTLIGHT

Budget

210,000
12,300
35,900
258,200

$ 245,300
13,300
47,500
306,100

216,510
10,600
46,245
273,355
(15,155)

250,775
10,100
46,680
307,555
$ (1,455)

Financial Team Highlights
Our financial picture for the year ended December 31 reflects progress on our aspiration to be a good
neighbor and to use our space wisely. In March we regretfully saw our arrangement with Shiloh Baptist
Church came to a conclusion, however we have gladly welcomed some former Shiloh members into our
congregation. In August this year we entered into a new arrangement to share our sanctuary with the
Heavenly Light congregation. This arrangement, combined with greater use of both the Calvary and
Ganaraska Woods facilities, represents progress in terms of our goal of achieving long-term financial
sustainability. We are grateful that giving by the congregation increased over 8%, a most welcome reversal
of a long-term trend. This, along with the new arrangements to share the sanctuary, resulted in an increase
in income over 2016 as well as exceeding our income budget for the year.
With respect to expenses, the ongoing search to fill the vacant position of a music director has resulted in
lower salaries than expected, with offsetting costs incurred for music supply. With respect to facilities costs,
while we had savings on utilities through the year, in part due to the warm winter, we continue to face
challenges maintaining our aging buildings. During the year, repairs to the church buildings, including much
needed improvements to the wheelchair access ramp, repairs to the boiler and some windows resulted in
higher facilities maintenance costs than expected. Overall, expenses are over budget and higher than the
prior year, mainly due to higher facilities costs. In total, we incurred a deficit, which will reduce our reserves.
When Pastor David McCleary joined Calvary in 2016 we made the difficult decision to hire him on a parttime basis in order to live within our financial means. However, we continue to seek creative ways to
increase our ministerial capacity. To that end, we were successful in receiving approval for grants from
CBOQ and TBM for funding for a part-time youth and family pastor for 2018 and 2019. We are excited about
the opportunity to better serve youth and families in our congregation and the greater Beach community.
The 2017 Financials & 2018 Budget will be published separately prior to the January 28 th Huddle.

Heather Mains, Treasurer

Report of the Stewardship and Fundraising Team

– For the past year we have
concentrated our efforts in the following areas: Special Events – Music on Main events, Christmas Fair,
Treasure Find (in the parking lot in June); Planned Giving – Remembering Calvary in your will, with an
insurance policy, or with a gift of stock certificates; Regular Giving – Can you increase your regular giving by
10%? We have new ways to help make it easy; Rental of Space.
All of these ideas and projects will work well. Success depends on your participation and support. Please
help us sell tickets to the next Music On Main on February 23rd at 7:30 p.m.
Gord Moore, Chair, Cynthia Sneyd, Evan Butchers, Carol Carney

The Main Thing

●

Calvary Baptist Church

Pastor: David McCleary ● Music Director: Search in Progress ● Custodian: Jim Yolevski ● Admin Carol Carney
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