Spotlight
Do Not Fear, for I Am with You
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Isaiah 41: 10
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Being the Church in
the Time of Coronovirus
In the midst of fear and
uncertainty, Christians have a
tremendous opportunity to be
the salt and light of the world.
Imagine what the next few
months could look like if the
church took the lead on giving,
compassion, and community
care during this trying season.
What an impact we could
make and what a light we
could be.
The greatest testimony of
Christ’s love is Christians who
love the world the way Christ
does. By our love, the world will
know we are His.
Global disaster or opportunity
to be the light and love, hands
and feet of Jesus Christ? We
get to decide.
from Joel Ryan @ crosswalk.com

On Thursday, the Mission Team used the Phone Tree to contact all
members personally with the news below, to guarantee everyone
that the ministry of the church will be continuing, particularly during
such an unsettling time in the outside world.
Be assured that Calvary Baptist is in God’s faithful hands. As we
move into the future we confidently trust God to guide us as we
continue from strength to strength at Calvary.
Pastor David McCleary has made the decision to resign as pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church as of April 17th. Reflecting on his life and
ministry, he has discerned that a change is necessary. He thanks all
of us for the kindnesses and support he has received in his time at
Calvary.
In these uncertain times, be assured that ministry is continuing.
Pastor Andrea Cambridge will be providing interim pastoral and
worship support. As well Minister Emeritus, Rex Deverell, and student
Ruth Bartlett, we have many congregation members who can
provide additional worship and pastoral support.
Please keep our church and Pastor David and his family in your prayers.
If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to call Tina
at 647-685-1287.
Mission Team of Calvary Baptist Church

Pastor David’s Goodbye Message
Leading up to Easter, I have been reflecting on the things of life,
and more importantly the life of Christ as I am currently living it. In
light of the recent happenings in my life in church, in light of the
rapid changes and demands being faced currently in our society,
as a result of all the changes in my own life, with my cancer scare
and all the other things that my family has experienced, I have
made the decision to resign as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church.
I want to thank you all for all you have done and been to me the
last four years I have been here. And I pray that God would repay
you for all the kindnesses and support that you have shown me and
my family in my time here. Blessings as you follow the new signs of
the life of Christ in the Calvary Church family and in the community
as you trust God to help you all do what must necessarily be done
to continue from strength to strength at Calvary.
God's peace, Rev. David McCleary

Calvary lives to se ek, know & worship God represent ing t he redeeming love of Jesus
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We live in extraordinary times, and God has called us to live lives
that are extraordinary. As Easter approaches we are reminded
that we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, which is the
basis of our faith. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians:
“And if Christ be not risen again, your faith is vain,
for you are yet in your sins. Then they also that are
fallen asleep in Christ are perished” (1 Corinthians 15:17-18).
Easter is not only the foundation of our faith, but it should
invigorate our hope. Paul encourages us:
“Therefore, if you be risen with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God.
Mind the things that are above, not the things that are upon the earth. For you are dead
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ shall appear, who is your life, then you
also shall appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-4).
As congregation we have been richly blessed with resources. We currently have space thanks to
vision and willingness of our past membership to step out in faith and respond to God’s call to
ministry in our community. Calvary has been serving the community for over 125 years and more so
now than ever we have been called to step forward in faith. James challenges us to live a faith of
action, he states the following “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him?” He goes to site Abraham saying “Do you see that faith
was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And
he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”
We are called to action. Several months ago the Renewal Committee was authorized to analyze,
investigate and pursue all options related to real estate and to enter into arrangements with suitable
parties for the use or sale of available real estate at Calvary, subject to approval by the
congregation.
To this end the Committee has diligently engaged all options and has been presented with two
options:
Rental Opportunities: Working with the new ownership of Leroux we reassessed their
needs and provided them with necessary space to deliver their service. This has
allowed us to explore additional rental opportunities for the space left vacant.
Redevelopment of Church premises: After meeting, discussing and prayerfully
considering our options the Renewal Committee arrived at two key considerations.
There needs to be a renewal of hearts and commitment to vision and mission of the
Calvary in the Beach community. Secondly the development of the existing property
and how it would not only create a place for worship but also allows us to live out
our mission in the community.
As congregation we have two options: focus solely on the development of the property or be open
to God’s leading finding the balance between development and a renewed vision/mission for the
Calvary in the Beach community.
Howard Moriah, Ruth Bartlett, Patricia Elkerton, Shawn Ronson
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Birthdays
April

CALVARY SPOTLIGHT Moderator’s Message

33

This season of Lent has forced us to give up much that we
previously took for granted. The challenges that we are presented
with during this frightening and unusual time of isolation is actually
an opportunity to create a new way of worshiping together,
calling and getting to know each other. This is the time to pray for
each other and to lift up our community, our country,
remembering He died and rose for all.

8 Ian Drysdale, Wendy Wood
10 Gord Moore
12 Rae Condie

As the Body of Christ, we are a people of hope, followers with faith
that God will lead us forward.

13 Jessie Attan
16 Kathie Collins-Williams,

The Mission Team has been conducting weekly meetings (virtually)
since early March to organize and present new and creative ways
of living out Church at this time and into the future. The Renewal
Team has continued to actively search for opportunities to present
to membership, that will enhance and support the Church’s
Mission to “seek to know and worship God and re present the
redeeming love of Jesus.” They will communicate all information
as soon as it is available. The Christian Nurture team updated the
Communication Tree and also created a “care call” list so we can
support each other and pray together. We are grateful for the
technology and the talent that can make it all happen. EASTER!
HE IS RISEN! Let’s refresh in His spirit.

Margaret Ledger
21 Shawn Ronson, Marlene West
24 Howard Moriah

Tina Timmermans, Moderator

2 Maxine Downey
4 Andrew Petralis

May
10

Nancy Burton

14 Leslie Harsell, Darlene Kelley
20 Shirley O’Sullivan
22 Doris Hunter
24
30

Marguerite Campbell
David McCleary

Communications at Calvary
After two weeks of collective isolation, there was a certain anticipation what to expect next. A team of
volunteers started phoning Saturday March 21st with cryptic instructions … at 10 a.m. Sunday morning
dial a phone number, then a code. (437-887-2516. Code for Calvary is: 306 4030#)
Early on Sunday morning, one by one familiar voices appeared on the telephone line. For some people
this was the first time since the days of party lines, to hear so many voices on the telephone. Thirty people
prayed, heard scripture, reflections, and had discussion. An amazing thing happened – we came
together and celebrated as a church without being in a church. The same telephone line was
connected to a “webinar” where those on computers could see each other, share words to the songs,
and scriptures. This is something we’ve never done before.
There is no template. We have to start from scratch to figure out what works for Calvary. How can we
keep each other together and connected, with the tools at hand? One thing we realized in our current
context is the importance of hearing each other’s voices, to know that we are not alone.
Two weeks of practices with participants and the technology helped all of us to figure out what works or not.
I think there is a shared feeling that we have suddenly found ourselves in a strange place. While missing
many things, our hope is that by finding a way to meet together on Sunday will offer that small bit of
much needed comfort. More than ever, a friendly phone call during the week can make all the
difference.
The tech details: Kent arranged for webinar/on line meeting provider who was able to offer the church
unlimited access for no charge. This enabled us to host and bring together many people both by
computer and phone. We have another collection of people who rather than dial in followed via
Facebook live video. Both Ruth and David – had used both their phones and computer to share to
Facebook and the phone call at the same time. In both cases there was opportunity for question and
live feedback.
Kent Faulkner, Communications

Worship at Calvary
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So a Rabbi, a Priest, and an Imam walked into a TV studio last
Tuesday. Sounds like the beginning of a joke, doesn’t it? Only
they didn’t exactly walk in. They video-ed themselves in from
their homes to answer questions about how their congregations
were dealing with the closing of their places of worship.

Screenshot of members who videochatted during last Sunday’s after
service coffee time.

Did You Know …
Congratulations
 Congratulations to Carol and Frank
Carney on the birth of their second
grandchild. Brooks Frank Carney-Rix,
weighing 8 lbs. 7 oz. was born
February 14th – a brother to River.
Cara and Jay are the proud parents.
 Our Music Director Han Na Kim has
been chosen as one of the
recipients of this year's George Black
Membership Scholarship Award. A
BIG SHOUT OUT to Paul and Barbara
Sneyd who encouraged her to
apply for the scholarship (they even
printed out the application and
gave it to her during our choir
rehearsal last November) and Pastor
David who wrote a recommendation.
God’s Provision
 Many thanks to former Calvary
member Wendy Saulesleja, who
using Facebook (at 2 a.m. Spanish
time) identified that Victoria and
Sandy Drysdale were in the same
peril in Malaga as her daughter
Karen. Due to the rampant Corona19 virus spread, Spain was closing its
borders the next day. Vic, Sandy,
Karen and her friend took 11-hour
night buses and got to Lisbon scant
hours before the lockdown. Indeed
their flight from Spain to Portugal
was cancelled – after the lock down
– and a day later the relieved group
took their scheduled flight home to
the 14 days of home isolation. God
answers prayer!

All three of them said that as much as they missed coming
together as God’s people at the high holy days of their faith,
Passover, Easter, Ramadan – their duty to God was to keep their
people safe. Life trumps tradition.
At the end of the discussion, the interviewer, TVO’s Steve Paikin,
asked “Do you feel prayer will shorten the pandemic.” Rabbi
Robin Fryer Bodzin said, “We add our tears to the salt water on
the seder table and sing a song that tells a story in which at the
end God came and slaughtered the angel of death.” Imam
Shabir Ally said God answers prayer in one of three ways – either
positively, or negatively to avoid an even worse alternative, or in
the afterlife. “We come out of prayer and we are ready to face
what we need to face.” Archbishop Thomas Collins said we pray
the Lord to protect us and guide us but we realize we live in a
world where there are viruses. We pray we may go through this
more deeply and to emerge with more love. It’s what Good
Friday is all about.”
And all three of them said we need to recognize that whatever
our faith, we are all in this together and need to work together
to make this as short as possible.
In the meantime, Calvary Church’s doors are closed as well. We
are discovering how to deal with a world where viruses and all
kinds of destructive things surround us. But we are also
discovering how to celebrate life. We are discovering what it
really means to be quiet and listen to the Holy Spirit. We are
discovering that technology has given us ways to be together.
We have even discovered that we can still worship together.
Pastor David has brought messages of hope and comfort. Last
Sunday our wonderful student intern, Ruth Bartlett, led us in
communion and we discovered that we could break bread
together even while separated and in isolation.
We heard an ethereal anthem composed by Han Na Kim, our
Director of Music. Some of us hummed along with the hymns.
The next few weeks will be hard. There will be worry and anxiety.
But Faith is about Life. And our life is in God’s hands. Our worship
will seem odd and there will be glitches. But we will get through.
Calvary and friends continue to worship at 10:30 a.m. Sunday
morning. We gather after 10 a.m. by phoning into 437-887-2516
and, when asked, entering 306 4030#or through the (the link is
provided in the Saturday Calvary e-mail). After the service (bring
your own coffee) we can hang around and say hello to each
other and hear the news. Kent Faulkner has helped us organize
all of this with pure technical wizardry and we are so grateful for
his skill. If you need help connecting, let us know by contacting
the church office 416-691-4721. God bless us all. Rex Deverell
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Christian Nurture

55

I write this report as we are all in the midst of the life-changing impact of
the COVID 19 outbreak. We are all physically isolated, unable to meet with
friends and family, unable to attend various social and cultural events, and,
most significantly, unable to gather together as a church family. To combat
this reality of physical and social isolation, we established a Team that we
are calling “Calvary Cares.” This Team, made of our core leaders at Calvary,
is reaching out to our church family by making weekly phone calls to check in. We pray that everyone
stays safe and healthy during this time, and that we can work together to meet needs as best we can
during these difficult days.
Another way we are demonstrating care for one another, particularly our seniors, is by sending out
Easter cards. Usually seasonal cards are brought to the church to be signed by the members of the
congregations. This year, in lieu of signatures, our Easter cards contain a collage of photos of our
church leaders. These cards were mailed out this week, and we pray our seniors will be encouraged as
they receive them.
In addition to the “Calvary Cares” phone calls, and the Easter cards mailed to our Seniors, I know that
many of you are reaching out to members of the congregation with your own phone calls and letters.
Let us continue to support one another, especially now.
I also write this report during Holy week, a time when we look back at the events leading up to Good
Friday. As Ruth mentioned in her sermon last week, this was a tumultuous time for the disciples as things
happened that they were not prepared for, and that they didn’t understand. This year, more than
ever, it is easy for us to identify with the disciples as we face our own series of events that we were not
prepared for and don’t understand.
This Holy Week, as we follow Jesus on His journey to the cross, let us remember that His death on Good
Friday is not the end of the journey. And so, together as a church family, let us look forward to Easter
when we celebrate the victory of Jesus over sin and death.
Despite the difficulties we are all currently experiencing, this is not the end of the journey. God still has
plans for us at Calvary Baptist Church! Let us move into the future confident that God is with us and
that He will lead us.
I leave you with these words from Joshua chapter 1 verse 9: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Shelley Faulkner, Christian Nurture Chair

Stewardship & Fundraising
Giving During COVID 19
While the church is managing to continue operations during the COVID 19 pandemic through the
imaginative use of electronic and social media, our obligations to continue to pay our employees
and building operating costs remain the same. It would be greatly appreciated if members who
give regularly to the church could continue their monthly giving by mailing a cheque (in your
envelope if that is how you normally give) to: Calvary Baptist Church, 72 Main Street, Toronto, ON
M4E 2V7 ATTENTION: Tellers.
Thank you and blessings, Stewardship & Finance Teams
The Calvary website also has a link to Canada Helps, however the
fees are fairly high (3.75%) and so although giving through this
means is appreciated, for now mailing cheques is the most cost
effective, and for some people, the easiest route to go.
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A Letter to Canadian Baptists
from the Leaders of the Canadian Baptist Organizations
This is a time of fear and uncertainty, never before experienced within our lifetime. An unprecedented
time for most of us, yes, but not for the Church. While for most Canadians this may be our first
experience with a pandemic, as the Church, we’ve been through this — and worse — before. God
has always led us through. The Lord is faithful to do it again.
When the people of Israel stood on the banks of the Jordan, the future was nothing if not uncertain.
But what did God ask of them? Follow the Ark of the Covenant — the symbol of God’s eternal promise
— and proceed with confidence. God will go before us.
We leaders of the Canadian Baptist family are standing alongside you, your families, churches and
local communities. Like you, our lives and families have been turned upside down by the COVID-19
pandemic and the uncertainly it brings. You reached out to us for guidance, insight and hope. You
asked us how to care for those at risk, both locally and globally. Hard questions about the viability of
our churches have been put before us. Know that we hear you and are doing everything possible to
support you through this time.
Recently we met (virtually) to share and pray for each other’s churches, pastors, missionaries and
organizations. We committed to praying for the whole Canadian Baptist family, and to making
ourselves available to offer guidance and direction. Now, we call you to join us in prayer and to
continue living generous, hope-filled lives even during this disruptive and difficult time.
This crisis may be the greatest challenge we will ever face as Canadian Baptists, but it may also be our
defining moment. How we come together and mobilize as God’s people in the midst of this current
crisis may set the course for the future of our denomination. Now is the time to proceed with the shared
confidence that comes from knowing God goes before us and his mercies never fail.
Today, we invite you to join us in three acts of faithful discipleship:
1. Stand united in worship and intercession. Pray fervently for our Canadian Baptist family and all
our ministries, including churches, camps, women’s groups, schools, senior’s homes and mission
initiatives both local and global. As Canadian Baptists, we affirm his sovereign lordship over all
creation and choose to place our total trust in him alone for all the activities we undertake.
2. Continue to support your church. Many churches will encounter dire consequences without the
ongoing financial support of their regular attendees. Find out how to continue giving your tithes
and offerings even when church services are suspended.
3. Care for the most vulnerable. Who are the elderly and recent refugees in your local
community? Who are the poor and marginalized in our world who are especially vulnerable
during this pandemic? Ask how you can continue to safely minster to those in greatest need.
While the world may have ground to a halt, we need you to be active in praying, giving and caring.
None of us have experienced this before, but as his Church, may we continue to live out the Easter
hope of Christ’s resurrection and new life.
Shalom

The Main Thing

●

Calvary Baptist Church

 Interim Pastor: Andrea Cambridge andie.cambridge@gmail.com
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