December 2019

Spotlight
Reflections on My Time Away on Paternity Leave
Hello everybody. It has been more than three months since I last got the
chance to speak with you all! How nice it is to get the chance to address
you all and encourage you in Jesus’ name!
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Community
Christmas
Dinner

December 25th @ 3 p.m.
We need many hands to
host & provide this event.
Food, Funds Gifts &
Prayers
Contact Rita Deverell
(416.434.0758 or
ritadeverell@ca.inter.net)
to contribute to this
appreciated Outreach.

Over the last little while, I have been fortunate enough to have been off on
paternity leave. It was both an incredibly wonderful time away to be with
my family and to take care of little Noa; but as it turned out, it was also an
incredibly trying time for me personally and as a family – faced with the
unexpected deaths of members of my extended church family, my own
family and in my close circle of friends, with a personal cancer scare
thrown in for good measure. Looking back, there was not a more
opportune time for me to be away and to reflect on the ways God loves
me, my family, the church and the world, and my place in that
complicated mix.
In 1 Timothy Chapter 3 it says that anyone who wants to be a pastor or a
leader in the church then these things have to be present in their lives:
They 2 … must be free from blame. (They) must be faithful to (their)
wife (or husband). In anything he does, he must not go too far. (They)
must control (themselves). (They) must be worthy of respect. (They)
must welcome people into (their) home. (They) must be able to
teach. 3 (They) must not get drunk. (They) must not push people
around. (They) must be gentle. (They) must not be a person who likes
to argue. (They) must not love money. 4 (They) must manage (their)
own family well. (They) must make sure that (their) children obey
(them). And (they) must do this in a way that gains (them) respect.
5 Suppose someone doesn’t know how to manage (their) own family.
Then how can (they) take care of God’s church? (1 Timothy 3:2-5)
These are the barest preconditions for being a pastor, or church leader. But
upon closer examination and deeper reflection, these should also be the
daily lived aspirations of being a good and faithful Christian in all that we
do and say and are together and apart! We are meant, as the people of
God, as the family of God, to live lives of personal credible witness to the
ongoing work of God healing our broken hearts and lives, through the
reconciling love of Jesus, and His redeeming blood transfusing our hearts
and coursing through every part of our lives as a result of our belief in Him.
And if, upon closer examination, the lives of the people in charge, or the
folks that name themselves Christians, don’t mirror these traits, then it’s
probably time to consider having a conversation with God and with them
about it, keeping in mind that we are all God’s works in progress.
Over the last three months, I have been fortunate enough to have been
away from the day to day goings-on of church life. Having taken these
three months to be focussed on being a different kind of pastor and
different kind of Christian person has been an incredible privilege. In that
continued on page 2
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Christian Education Update
We are pleased to announce that, as of the 1st
of November 2019, Sharon Mole, a long-time
member of our congregation, will be working
with the children in our Sunday School (with a
focus on the Nursery). She will be assisted each
week by either one of the youth or another
adult. Sharon has training and experience with
children and we are delighted that she is using
her time and talents to serve at Calvary Baptist
in this way. We pray for Sharon, and for our
Children and Youth Ministry – that God would
guide us as we seek to provide physical and
spiritual care for families.

Music Director’s Performance
A group from Calvary attended Music Director, HanNa Kim’s, performance of compositions early in
November. The program of mixed quintet,
percussion quartet, string quartet, soprano with
piano, pipe organ and piano solo was appreciated
by all. Congratulations Han Na!

If anyone else in the congregation is interested
in helping with this important ministry, I would be
happy to speak with you.
Shelley Faulkner, CE Chair

Moderator’s Thoughts
As we enter the season of celebrating the arrival of
the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, our Saviour, it’s
an opportune time to revisit how we live out our
relationship with Him. As a family, we at Calvary on
Main, have experienced a year filled with
challenges and changes that have opened us up
to the opportunity to look at ourselves and how we
seek to know and worship God and how we
represent the redeeming love of Jesus to the
community around us.
The Renewal Group worked diligently to review our
situation and present a report to the membership
which was made available in October. As well as
looking at possibilities of rental, new partnerships
and sale/development, the Group identified the
need to review our organizational structure and the
way we live out our mission. One of the major
concerns is our shortage of people power, but with
God all things are possible. I ask you to pray for
those in leadership roles, for the discernment of
God’s will and that God will awaken each one of
us to serve with all we are and all we do. The
Renewal Group needs to be followed by a
“property management” group, as well as a group
to review our organizational structure. May God
bless us into action with hope.
Let’s celebrate this special season knowing that
Jesus is the reason!
Tina Timmermans

Did You Know …
Third Generation Marriage in Calvary
 Alexander Kelley and Katrina MacKew were
united in marriage in Calvary Baptist Church July
13th with Rev. Al Roberts officiating. Alexander is
the son of Darlene and Garry Kelley, grandson of
Eileen Kelley. Congratulations to the happy
couple from the church family.

Love & Prayers
 Love and prayers from her church family to the
family of Linda Mascella who passed away in
October. A Memorial service will take place at
Calvary on December 14th at 12 noon.

Dedication
 Our church family shared with Rachel and Andrew
Etura on November 10th, following the church
service the dedication of their son Emmett. Rev.
Rex Deverell presided at the dedication. Rachel is
the daughter of Lorraine and Frank Hoday,
granddaughter of Mary Kozak.

Decorations
 Our church family enjoys the changing seasonal
decorations of our sanctuary. Thank you, Tina
Timmermans, Don Ronson & Shawn Ronson.

Star Christmas Boxes
 This year Darlene Kelley and her crew sorted and
delivered 983 Christmas boxes to underprivileged
children in our neighbourhood. Well done!
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time, I have gotten the chance to talk with God, my family, friends and neighbours, and Christian
mentors and role-models about what it means to be a faithful man of God; and to redefine and refine
my understanding of what that means for me personally as a result. I have loved fleshing out the
meaning of my life as a man, a husband, a father and a friend and neighbour as a result!
During my paternity leave, it was also a time for me to consider anew what it means to be a professional
Christian and my place in the Church! No longer could I define myself as pastor, rather I was defined as
father pushing a stroller, or walking the highways and byways with a baby harnessed to my chest, but still
I found that almost daily I had the chance to speak with all manner of people whom God had cross my
path. It seemed that there was not a day went by that some time or other God would give me the
chance to speak words of hope, peace, love and mercy into someone else’s life, because of all that
had done for me or was still doing in me and my life, because of His love and the daily redemption He
was bringing to fruition in my life! When these people came or there was a moment in the conversation,
where I felt like I was taking a risk exposing my vulnerable and still growing faith, I would find that God
had already made a way and helped me still act as His mouthpiece and ambassador in that person’s
life! I don’t know how many deep conversations about God’s love, God’s plans for this world and why
faith still mattered in a seemingly faithless and broken world, I had all while pushing a stroller or walking
around the neighbourhood with a baby harness strapped to my chest (this has also done wonders for my
posture)! It was a very moving time of deep conversations, hard questions and God’s blessed assurance
that even apart from the church, the work of building God’s kingdom of love, justice and reconciliation
still continues apace to the amount of time and space that we accord God’s agenda in our hearts.
As we look towards Christmas, and we intentionally enter this period of Advent, we take time as
individuals and as a community to understand more fully what it means for us that Jesus came to be
Emmanuel, to be God with us. Isaiah 9 puts it this way:
A child will be born to us. A son will be given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called
Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be called Father Who Lives Forever and Prince
Who Brings Peace.7 There will be no limit to how great his authority is. The peace he brings will
never end …
In spite of the times, and our fears about our present or our future, what does it mean for each of us to
continue to make room in our lives, in our hearts and in this church for the new life of Christ to be born in
us? And as a result ask ourselves the hard questions about who and what are we are choosing to create
together in light of what is happening within us and all around us in a rapidly changing world. What
would enable us to be able to lovingly speak into the confusion, sadness and brokenness of a world that
doesn’t know God as we continue to struggle to be a loving and living, credible and lovingly healthy
ambassadors of God’s abiding love, goodness and power? This next season of our lives as His church, as
the family of God in this place, let us take this time to reflect on what it means to be God’s family. Let us
make room in our lives and in our routines for this new life that has been and is being entrusted to us
anew, this Christmas season. Let us make room for God’s still small voice to continue to lovingly speak
peace to our hearts so that we can continue to be vibrant, loving and forever credible witnesses to the
loving presence of God with us in our homes, our work, in our neighbourhoods and in all of our lives
together and apart as the family of God in this place no matter what!
Pastor David McCleary

Worship Team Gratitude:

Calvary is abundantly blessed with the depth of preaching talent
in our family. The Worship Team would like to thank Andrea Cambridge for acting as Interim during
Pastor David’s leave, and going beyond expectations when it was extended. As always, we were
able to call on Minister Emeritus Rex Deverell and Shelley Faulkner to preach during the extension.
We are delighted that our Student Pastoral Intern, Ruth Bartlett, is joyfully willing to pitch in wherever
she is needed and have enlightened us with the messages she has shared (and will continue to
share). What talents has God given you to share with your church?
Worship Team
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November 24th Huddle

Several weeks ago the congregation held a Huddle, where several
important resolutions were past. Following from the Renewal Working
Group report (available in the office), part of our renewal is continuing
to look at preparing our space for increased rentals, our organization,
constitution, and communication.
Looking at our financial position, while we have tremendous assets, our
revenue is not covering our expenses. This is partly accounted for by
the reduced rent from the Leroux School (due to reduced rental
space) and the departure of the Heavenly Light congregation.
A draft 2020 Budget was presented that currently shows a deficit of
$80,000. The final budget will be for a voted on at our Annual Blessings
Review in January.
Resolutions
1. The Ganaraska Woods Commission was authorized to negotiate
the sale of 11 acres of agricultural land on the south end of the
Ganaraska Woods property.
2. The Ganaraska Woods Commission was authorized to explore all
options related to the remaining portion of the property (approximately
90 acres). Options could include a sale with lease-back provisions,
or an out-right sale of any or all of the property. Any sale options
would be brought back to the congregation for approval.
3. The Finance and Facility Team was authorized to access up to
$25,000 of funds from our “Tribute Fund” (currently invested with
CBOQ in a GIC Certificate). The funds will be used to renovate
Clarke Hall (our 1st priority) and the gym (our 2nd priority) to make
these spaces more presentable as rental options for the
community. The funds will be repaid as money comes in through
future rentals in 2020 and beyond.
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December Birthdays
1
3
10
15
18
23
24
28

Sharon Mole
Rob Farrant, Rick Moore,
Michaela Leadingham
Noa Janelle McCleary
Henry Condie, Ann Moore
Mary Kozak
Amanda Kelley
Carol Carney
Bill Petrie

January Birthdays
10
11
12
13
24
25
28

Paul Sneyd
Bessie Drysdale
Scott Elliott
Alexis Petralis
John Harsell
Kay McCrone
June Cullen, Jay Crockford

Upcoming Events
Tues. Dec. 10 – 7:30 p.m. Mission
Team Mtg
Wed. Dec. 4 & 11 @ 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Choir Practice
Sun. Dec. 15 – Candlelight
Carol Service @ 7:30 p.m.
Mon. Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve
Service @ 7:30 p.m.
Tues. Dec. 25 – Christmas
Community Dinner @ 3 p.m.
Dec. 30 -Jan. 1 – New Year’s at
Ganaraska. Greet the New
Year among friends at
Ganaraska Woods.

The group enjoying the Women’s Retreat at Ganaraska in October.
Many thanks to Andrea Cambridge and Ruth Bartlett for their input.

The Main Thing

●

Remember you can
use the alphabetical
cubbies in the foyer
to send Christmas cards to
to friends at Calvary.

Calvary Baptist Church

 Pastor: David McCleary pastor@calvary-baptist-church.ca
 Pastor Emeritus: Rex Deverell
 Student Pastoral Intern: Ruth Bartlett ruthbartlett.jrb@gmail.com
 Music Director: Han Na Kim music@calvary-baptist-church.ca
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 Custodian: Jim Yolevski
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