Spotlight
A Delight to the Lord
From Daily Bread for Tuesday of this week, this verse, “For the Lord takes
delight in His people; he crowns the humble with victory.” (Psalm 149:4).
We have certainly experienced blessing as a fellowship of believers at
Calvary Baptist Church, Toronto, during this difficult time. For this we
are thankful to God. Our primary desire is to be a delight to the Lord.
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As I have had opportunities to connect with individuals within the
fellowship over the past couple of months, I have consistently heard
positive expressions of how the Lord is undertaking for our people
individually. Many have been contacted by other, long-term
participants in the church, this is all community nurture. It is such an
encouragement to see Calvary holding together and reaching out to
the most vulnerable among us with Jesus’ love. I trust as and when we
move into the possibility of ‘re-opening’, that the same co-operative
community spirit will be sustained.
Provision Time and Tuesday/Thursday morning prayer meetings have
been a consistent blessing for those who participate. Thank-you to
Shawn Ronson and Ruth Bartlett for taking leadership in these fellowship
opportunities. The Sunday worship themes are carried through into
Monday Provision Time, and have resulted in interesting and worthwhile
discussions and prayer points.
It has been such a blessing to ‘see’ so many folks able to join us through
On-Line meeting, ‘phone and FaceBook for Sunday morning worship.
And, it is a delight to hear so many voices that we have not heard
before singing the hymns, reading Scripture, voicing responses and
participating in the welcoming aspects of fellowship. Thank you to those
who participate, both with your presence and by offering gifts of voice.
Huge thanks to all the members of the Worship Team, who offer double
and triple time to modify our worship models; making it easier to listen
and participate. Thank you, particularly to Kent Faulkner, for making all
the ‘technology magic’ happen, and to Hanna Kim for creative ways
to provide the music. We are so blessed that the Lord has brought
together this group of people ‘for such a time as this’.
It is a joy to be involved as interim pastor with the folks at Calvary – I
very much appreciate the professional and creative ministry work that
is being done by various people at this difficult time. May God continue
to bless and keep you.
Andrea Cambridge, Interim Pastor

Worship Team
Lord God, Change our hearts,
Change our homes,
Change the world. Amen
Picture Credit @ohhappydani

Andrea’s article (above) says most of the Worship Team’s message
about our Sunday services. In addition, we would like to voice our
appreciation for Andrea’s leadership during this challenging time.
Once we are able to meet in the building, worship will be altered to
make sure Covid -19 does not spread within our congregation, but be
assured, we will worship meaningfully and joyfully.
Victoria Drysdale

Calvary lives to se ek, know & worship God represent ing t he redeeming love of Jesus
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Did You Know …
Love & Prayers
 Mark Sneyd passed away
suddenly April 28th at the
family cottage. The church
family sends their love and
prayers to his wife Anne, his
daughters Beth and Emily, his
parents Cynthia and Fred
Sneyd, his brother Brian, his
sisters Debbie, Gail and Lynn.
 Wishing a speedy recovery
for Gord Moore as he recuperates from an emergency
appendix operation.

Congratulations
 Bob Long welcomed a
granddaughter, Jaylynn, born
May 23rd to Jeffery and
Sabrina. The church family
wishes them love and prayers.
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Fasting & Prayer
In April the Renewal Team met with Pastor Cid Latty, CBOQ,
Congregational Development Associate. The Spirit of God through him
encouraged us to Fast and Pray over, ‘what God is asking us to do as a
church congregation.’ Then to extend an invitation to those in church
leadership roles and then the whole congregation.
What is fasting and prayer you ask? And why is it beneficial to the
Christian?
Fasting and prayer are a necessity for Christians, to enable them to seek
the face of God wholly.
A Biblical definition of fasting is going without food or sustenance
for a specific period of time. In some Biblical examples, God
instructed His people to go without food and water, including
the animals. Their obedience was to accomplish a specific end
result. Today, when we talk about fasting, we voluntarily go
without food, drinking water only.
Isaiah 58:1-14 tells of the kind of fast that God has chosen. The
Hebrews understood the term “afflict thy soul” (Isaiah 58:5) to
mean going without food.
There are many people who are unable to abstain from food for
medical reasons. They choose to deny themselves something
else of value to them such as fasting television or fasting social
media.
Since fasting involves humility and the attitude of our hearts, the
abstinence we choose should bring us closer to God as we trust
Him during this fasting period. [Biblical Definition of Fasting:
https://215ministry.com/10-benefits-of-fasting-and-prayer/ ]

Ruth Bartlett has been unanimously
voted in as our new Associate
Minister starting August 1st.

Birthdays
June
27
July 2
7
17
21
26
30

Kent Faulkner
Eileen Kelley
Helen Boyko
Rex Deverell
Pat Dewar
John Cambridge
Marita Engel

August
1 Rita Deverell
3 Bob Long
17 Martin Train
26 Freda Goss

Even our Lord and Saviour who is God Incarnate went into the desert to
fast and pray for 40 days before beginning His ministry. Matt 4:1-2 ‘Then
the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the devil. Jesus did
not eat anything for 40 days and 40 nights. At the end of that time, he
was hungry.’
Now we’re not suggesting you go for a 40 day fast first time out but
perhaps one meal on Sunday if the Spirit is leading you to do so.
These past five weeks Sunday has become the day of fasting and
prayer for nearly a dozen leaders of Calvary. Even though we are
separated by the ‘desert’ pandemic lockdown we have been together,
spiritually, and we have been greatly encouraged by the Spirit to
continue to pray and fast for Calvary, the community of East Toronto,
and the individuals in the congregation.
James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. A
wonderful worship song follow the link; https://youtu.be/sU8MAQKSbEI
Won’t you join us in seeking God’s will for us! If you would like more
information please email; calvaryonmain@calvary-baptist-church.ca
put Fasting and Prayer in the subject line.
The Peace of Christ, the Renewal Team:
Ruth Bartlett, Patricia Elkerton, Howard Moriah, Shawn Ronson (Chair)
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Financial Statements for the Five Months Ended May 31
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Treasurer’s
Report

2020
INCOME
General Offering & fundraising
Leroux
Heavenly Light & other rentals
Grant Income
Investment income
TOTAL INCOME

Actual

Budget

2019
Actual

29,836
31,457
28,765
Before addressing the
44,750
27,000
34,073
financial results, I think it is
worth pausing to reflect on
9,620
950
5,000
the fact that Calvary has
5,000
11,292
been faced with
270
2,552
1,350
extraordinary challenges,
not just as a result of COVID
60,339
76,880
94,697
19, but also due to some
significant changes in the
EXPENSE
last year – notably the
E - Facilities Team
43,393
31,856
38,967
change in the relationship
with Leroux, the departure of
F - Ministry Support and Admin
2,578
5,500
6,106
Heavenly Light, the
G - Worship Team
1,153
1,562
2,238
significant wind down of our
H - Christian Education Team
1,007
785
1,292
youth ministry and lastly the
departure of our pastor this
I - Pastoral Care Team
1,075
939
1,625
past Easter. Notwithstanding
K - Finance & Stewardship Team
3,838
2,662
3,792
all of these challenges, we
L - Salaries and Benefits
63,305
44,858
55,152
have been very fortunate to
85,239
108,565
119,877
TOTAL EXPENSE
have Andrea Cambridge
agree to act as our interim
pastor and that we will be
$ (24,901) $ (31,686)
$ (25,180)
NET INCOME (LOSS)
engaging Ruth Bartlett as
our associate pastor as of
August 1. With the combined efforts of our dedicated volunteers and part-time staff, Calvary has
continued to keep church “open” to offer opportunities for fellowship and Sunday worship. The ability of
Calvary to navigate these significant challenges is something we should all be grateful for.

Taking these challenges into account, our financial position, while still reflecting a loss, is actually better
than expected, in that going into the 2020 fiscal year we were aware of the revenue shortfall due to
changes in the arrangements with various users of the building as noted. General offering has been
largely sustained, as Calvary members have continued to provide financial support throughout the
period of COVID 19 closure. Our main challenge is with revenue related to the use of the building, which
is significantly lower than the prior year and also lower than budget. Our realtor has continued with efforts
to attract tenants to available space in the church building and prospects are encouraging, but to date
have not yielded any commitments to use the space. The leadership has been in discussion with Leroux,
and we have agreed to provide them with some leeway while they navigate a challenging fiscal period
by agreeing to defer the April rent. Costs have been lower in recent months in part due to a temporary
reduction in employee hours where appropriate, as well as lower overall costs related to program
reduction and a significantly reduced use of the building. Staff has made progress in filing claims under
the federal government wage support program which will provide further financial assistance while we
navigate these financial challenges.
The long-term remedy to our fiscal challenge is expected to occur through the renewal process presently
being worked on by our renewal team. In the meantime, the leadership has agreed to a list of options to
fund the operational shortfall through this period of renewal. It is important that we continue to support
the important work that the Renewal Group is doing.
As always, we are most grateful for the support of the congregation.

Heather Mains, Treasurer
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Reflections on 50+ Years of Protests

Moderator’s Message

Until I realized that murdered black man George
Floyd and I both went to Jack Yates High School, in
the Third Ward black ghetto of Houston, Texas, I
was going to stay out of commenting. My
childhood home in the 1960s was flanked by our
school and the stadium where Mr. Floyd played
football in the 1990s. I wasn’t going to comment on
Canada and the USA, blackness and whiteness,
the deaths of George Floyd and Regis KorchinskiPaquet, violence and protests.

“Direct me in the path of your
commands for there I find delight.”
Psalm 119 :35
I greet you with the Peace of Christ.
It has now been over ten weeks of a very
different kind of living and loving in our
community, and in our own Church family.
I’m sure all of us miss congregating, but we
are still getting together to worship, to pray,
to study God’s Word and to socialize. Thanks
to the gifts of Kent Faulkner, Shawn Ronson
and others, our virtual get-togethers are
accommodating Sunday Worship Services,
Provision Times, Prayer groups and all the
meetings of the Mission Teams. We are
socializing and getting to know each other
through Care Calls. Our seniors need our
cheers and prayers ... so reach out! Our
Interim Pastor, Andrea Cambridge, is
available by calling the Church office which
she checks daily.

Immigrating to Canada in 1967, I had commented
in the press on the violent protests destroying US
cities in the wake of the murders of Martin Luther
King Jr. and RFK in 1968, JFK earlier. I said then that I
understood why black people like me were burning
down cities. There was negative response to my
analysis, saying I didn’t fully appreciate how I’d
landed in southwestern Ontario where there was
no racism, order, truth, and good government.
Now, in 2020, I can say how soul destroying it is to
realize that my black brothers and sisters in the USA
know their lives have gotten hugely worse in 52
years, including the roll back of most civil and
voter’s rights legislation. I understand again, but do
not agree with, the riots.
Also, in 2020, there are number of signs of
enlightenment in Canada that were not there in
1968: First, many Canadians, not all, now know that
their racism includes the past and present of
Indigenous-settler relations. Many 9-year-olds know
this because they are being better educated than
their parents and grandparents. Second, the
pandemic is teaching us about the sin of our muchpraised universal health care system not including
long-term care. Third, in the big cities our elected
officials are not in denial about the virus killing the
poor, the homeless, people of colour, and stress that
we must correct the systems and not blame the
victims. I am very cautiously optimistic that Canada
has improved in 53 years.
Rita Shelton Deverell

The Main Thing

●

Although these are difficult times, God
continues to lead us forward. We are thankful
for the leadership of Rev. Andrea Cambridge
as our interim pastor, and we welcome Ruth
Bartlett as our Associate Pastor to guide us
into a renewed mission, and not to forget our
ever faithful Pastor Emeritus. Rev Rex
Deverell. The Renewal Group has been
fasting and praying intentionally for God’s
guidance with the help of Pastor Cid Latty,
the CBOQ Congregational Development
Associate. All members and Associates
should have received an information
package recently for prayerful consideration.
The Renewal Group will provide opportunities
for comments and questions.
Until we are able to really hug each other
and pass The Peace of Christ, I give you all a
virtual hug!
Tina Timmermans, Moderator
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